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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION FOR INSTALLATION OF BORED 
CAST-IN-SITU PILES 

 
1.00.00  SCOPE 
 

This specification covers the installation of bored cast-in-situ reinforced 
concrete vertical piles of specified load carrying capacity and diameter for 
various structures. This specification also covers carrying out initial and routine 
load tests on piles to assess their vertical, horizontal and pull out load carrying 
capacities. 

 
2.00.00  GENERAL REQUIREMENT 
 
2.01.00 This specification along with specific requirements under Annexure-A covers the 

technical requirements for piling work. 
 
2.02.00 The work shall include supplying and providing necessary materials, mobilization 

of all necessary equipments (Annexure-B), providing necessary engineering 
supervision through qualified and technical personnel, skilled and unskilled 
labour, etc. as required to carryout the complete piling work, and submission of 
records as per schedule. 

 
2.03.00 The Contractor shall carryout all works as mentioned in Scope above. All works 

shall be executed to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 
 
2.04.00 Pile capacities in vertical compression, horizontal, pullout loads for various pile 

diameters are given in Annexure-A. 
 
2.05.00 The Contractor shall confirm and guarantee the "Safe Load" capacities by 

conducting both initial and working load test on piles as mentioned in the specific 
requirements. 

 
2.06.00 The Contractor shall submit along with tender documents his tender design of 

piles based on soil data furnished by the Owner along with this specification. The 
ultimate load capacity of a pile may be estimated using suitable static formula and 
the minimum factor of safety shall be 2.5. However, safe load carrying capacity 
shall be conformed and guaranteed by conducting initial and routine load tests.  

 
2.07.00 In case of initial or routine load test piles, if the Contractor fails to establish the 

safe load capacity as per his design, the Owner has the right to either derate the 
pile capacity on prorata basis or insist the Contractor to modify the pile design, to 
achieve the desired safe load capacity at no extra cost to the Owner. 

 
2.08.00 Derating is acceptable up to 90 percent. In such case, additional piles shall be 

installed as per the design requirements. 
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2.09.00 The Owner shall decide whether to derate or modify the design based on the 
design considerations such as providing additional piles in the designed pile cap, 
provision for extending the pile cap size, etc. 

 
2.10.00 In case the Owner decides to modify the design instead of derating the pile, 

the contractor shall carry out the same and install separate test piles and test the 
same to guarantee the safe load at no extra cost to the Owner. However no extra 
shall be charged for the additional test piles as well as testing of these piles as per 
agreed contract conditions. 

 
2.11.00 In case of working piles, if the pile does not meet the guaranteed capacity or 

rejected due to any other reason, the Contractor shall install extra piles at no 
extra cost to the Owner. Further, the extra cost, due to the increase in the pile cap 
size if any, on account of extra piles, shall be borne by the Contractor. 

 
2.12.00 It is essential that all equipment and instruments are properly calibrated both at 

commencement and immediately after the completion of tests so that they 
represent true values. Certificates to this effect from an approved institution shall 
be furnished to the Engineer. If the Engineer so desires the Contractor shall 
arrange for having the instruments tested at an approved laboratory at no extra cost 
to the Owner and the test report shall be submitted to the Engineer. If the 
Engineer desires to witness such tests Contractor shall arrange to conduct the 
test in his presence. 

 
2.13.00 The Contractor shall make his own arrangements for locating the coordinates and 

position of piles as per drawings supplied to him and for determining the 
Reduced Levels (RL) of these locations with respect to the benchmark 
indicated by the Engineer. Two established reference lines in mutually 
perpendicular direction shall be indicated to the Contractor. The Contractor shall 
provide at site all the required survey instruments to the satisfaction of the 
Engineer so that the work can be carried out accurately according to 
specifications and drawings. 

 
2.14.00  The contractor shall assure the quality of piling work including cleaning of pile 

bore, quality of concrete, integrity of piles, etc.  
 
 
2.15.00  AVAILABLE SUB-SOIL DATA 
 An abstract of the sub soil data is furnished in the tender document. However, the 

detailed soil investigation report shall be made available for reference of the 
bidder, if so required, at the office of the Owner. The soil data furnished is in 
good faith and only for the guidance of the Bidder, to arrive at design 
parameters and construction methods. 

 
 
 
 
3.00.00 MATERIALS 
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3.01.00            General 
 

All materials viz cement, steel, aggregates, water, etc. which are to be used for pile 
construction shall conform to relevant IS codes for properties, storage and 
handling of common building materials. However, aggregates more than 20 mm 
size shall not be used. 

 
3.02.00  CONCRETE 
 

Concrete shall be manufactured either by central batching plant or Ready Mix 
concrete. However, for initial test piles suitable method as approved by the 
Engineer may be used. Concrete shall conform to IS: 10262 & IS: 456. 

 
3.02.01 Technical Specification for Cement Concrete (Plain and Reinforced) works 

along with IS: 2911 Part I/Sec 2 shall be followed for concrete works of piles. Use 
of plasticiser to control the water cement ratio shall be permitted on specific 
approval from the Engineer.  Water cement ratio shall not be greater than 0.5. 

 
3.02.02  Grade and minimum cement content 

Minimum grade of concrete shall be as per Annexure-A conforming to IS: 
456. Minimum cement content of 400 Kg/M³ of concrete shall be used for M-20 
grade concrete. 

 
3.02.03  Slump of concrete 

The slump of concrete shall vary between 150 to 180 mm.  
 
3.03.00  REINFORCEMENT 
 
3.03.01 Longitudinal reinforcement in pile shall be high strength deformed steel bars 

conforming to IS: 1786 unless specified otherwise. Lateral reinforcement in pile 
shall be of mild steel conforming to IS: 432 Part-1 or HYSD bars as per IS: 
1786. 

 
3.03.02 The longitudinal reinforcement shall be provided considering the combination of 

vertical (compression and tension) and horizontal loads. However, the 
minimum longitudinal reinforcement shall be 0.4 percent of the sectional area 
calculated on the basis of nominal pile diameter. Minimum six numbers of bars 
shall be provided for longitudinal reinforcement. The diameter of longitudinal 
reinforcement bars shall not be less than 12mm. The stipulated minimum 
reinforcement shall be provided for the full length of pile. 

 
3.03.03 The longitudinal reinforcement shall project 50 times its diameter above cut off 

level unless otherwise indicated. 
 
3.03.04 The laterals shall be tied to the longitudinal reinforcement to maintain its shape 

and spacing. The laterals may in the form of links or spirals. The minimum diameter 
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of the links or spirals shall be 6 mm and the spacing of the links or spiral shall not 
be less than 150 mm and in no case more than 250 mm. 

 
3.03.05 Reinforcement cage shall be sufficiently rigid to withstand handling and 

installation without any deformation and damage. As far as possible number of 
joints (laps) in longitudinal reinforcement shall be minimum. In case the 
reinforcement cage is made up of more than one segment, these shall 
preferably be assembled before lowering into casing tube/pilebore by providing 
necessary laps as per IS: 456. 

 
3.03.06 The minimum clear distance between the two adjacent main reinforcement bars 

shall normally be 100 mm for the full depth of cage. 
 
3.03.07 The laps in the reinforcement shall be such that the full strength of the bar is 

effective across the joint and the reinforcement cage is of sound construction. 
 
3.03.08 Laps shall be staggered as far as practicable and not more than 50% bars shall be 

lapped at a 'particular section. Lap joints shall be staggered by at least 1.3 times 
the lapped length (Centre to Centre). 

 
3.03.09 Proper cover and central placement of the reinforcement cage in the pile bore 

shall be ensured by use of suitable concrete spacers or rollers, cast specifically for 
the purpose. 

 
3.03.10 Minimum clear cover to the longitudinal reinforcement shall be 50 mm, unless 

otherwise mentioned. 
 
3.03.11  Bundling of bars is not permitted. 
 
4.00.00            PILE INSTALLATION 
 

Installation of piles shall be carried out as per pile layout drawings, installation 
criteria, and the direction of the Engineer. 

 
4.01.00  Equipment and Accessories 
 
4.01.01 The equipment and accessories for installation of bored cast-in-situ piles shall be 

selected giving due consideration to the sub soil conditions, ground water 
conditions and the method of casting, etc. These shall be of standard type and 
shall have the approval of the Engineer. 

 
4.01.02 List and details of equipment and accessories proposed to be used for the job 

shall be submitted along with the bid. 
 
4.01.03 The capacity of the rig shall be adequate so as to reach the specified founding 

level. 
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4.01.04  Provision shall be kept for chiselling within the pilebore, as specified 
elsewhere in this specification. Chiselling shall be carried out only with the 
approval of Engineer. 

 
 
4.02.00  Installation Criteria 
 
4.02.01 For determining the founding level of piles in soil as specified elsewhere, the 

Contractor shall have to perform Standard penetration test (SPT) as per IS: 
2131 in a separate bore hole. The SPT shall be conducted at 1.0 m interval 
between the depths covering 5 metres each above and below the specified 
founding level. The bore shall be 100 mm diameter and method of boring shall 
conform to IS: 1892. 

 
4.02.02 For determining founding level of piles in rock, as specified elsewhere 

socketing horizon shall be established by the Contractor by collecting rock 
cores of NX size in a separate borehole, and testing the same for uniaxial 
compressive strength (UCS). Cores shall be collected by double tube core 
barrel attached with diamond bit. Coring shall be done upto a depth as indicated 
in the "specific requirements." Coring in rock shall conform to IS: 6926.  

 
4.02.03 In case it is not possible to test the cores so obtained for uniaxial compressive 

strength, cores shall be tested for point load strength index and correlated to 
obtain uniaxial compressive strength. 

 
4.02.04 Number of boreholes for carrying out SPT in soil or uniaxial compressive 

strength in rock, shall vary from one in 100 to 150 piles or pile group of 150 Sqm 
depending on the site condition and as decided by the Engineer. However, at 
the location of initial load test piles, one such borehole shall be done. 

 
4.02.05 A protocol between contractor and BHEL site shall be maintained regarding the 

strata at founding level. SPT value and UCS from the nearest borehole shall be 
indicated therein. 

 
4.02.06 The founding level of the pile shall be decided based on the criteria elaborated in 

the specific requirements under Annexure-A. Concreting shall not be done until 
the above conditions for founding level are satisfied. 

 
4.02.07 Approval of founding level by the Engineer shall in no way absolve the 

Contractor of his responsibility to guarantee the Safe load capacity of the piles as 
indicated in this document. 

 
4.03.00  Control of position and alignment 
 
4.03.01 Piles shall be installed as accurately vertical as possible. The permissible limits 

for deviation with respect to position and (inclination) alignment shall conform 
to IS: 2911 Part I/Sec. 2, which is reproduced below for ready reference. 
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a)  The maximum deviation of vertical piles shall not exceed 1.5 per cent in 
alignment. 

 
b)  Piles shall not deviate more than 75 mm or D/4 whichever is less (75mm 

or D/10 whichever is more in case of piles having diameter more then 
750mm) from their designed position at the working level.  

 
4.04.00 Boring  
 
4.04.01 Boring operations shall be done by rotary or percussion type drilling rigs using 

reverse mud circulation (RMC) method. Rotary hydraulic pulley shall be 
preferred. 

 
4.04.02 The Contractor shall satisfy himself about the suitability of the method to be 

adopted for site. If DMC (direct mud circulation) or RMC is used Bentonite 
slurry shall be pumped through drill rods by means of high-pressure pumps. The 
cutting tool shall have suitable ports for the bentonite slurry to flow out at high 
pressure. If on mobilisation, the Contractor fails to make a proper bore for any 
reason, the Contractor has to switchover to other boring methods as approved by 
the Engineer at no extra cost to the Owner. 

 
4.04.03 Working level shall be above the cut off level. After the initial boring of about 

1.0m a temporary guide casing of suitable length shall be lowered in the pile bore. 
The diameter of guide casing shall be of such diameter, so as to give the 
necessary finished diameter of the concrete pile. The centre line of guide casing 
shall be checked before continuing further boring. Guide casing shall be 
minimum of 1.0m length. Additional length of casing may be used depending 
on the condition of the strata, ground water level etc. 

 
4.04.04 Use of drilling mud (bentonite slurry) for stabilizing the sides of the pile bore is 

necessary wherever subsoil is likely to collapse in the pile bore. Drilling mud to 
be used shall meet the requirement as given in Annexure-C. 

 
4.04.05 The bentonite slurry and the cuttings, which are carried to the surface by the 

rising flow of the slurry, shall pass through settling tanks of adequate size to 
remove the sand and spoils from the slurry before the slurry is recirculated to the 
boring. The bentonite slurry mixing and recirculation plant shall be suitably 
designed and installed. 

 
4.04.06 The bentonite slurry shall be maintained at 1.5m above the ground water level 

during boring operations and till the pile is concreted. When DMC or RMC 
method is used the bentonite slurry shall be under constant circulation till start of 
concreting. 

 
4.04.07 The size of cutting tools shall not be less than the diameter of the pile by more 

than 75mm. However, the pile bore shall be of the specified size. 
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4.05.00  Chiselling 
 
4.05.01 Chiselling may be resorted to with the permission of the Engineer below the 

socketing horizon. The chiselling tool or bit shall be of adequate size and 
weight so as to reach the desired depth. 

 
4.06.00  Cleaning of Pile bore 
 
4.06.01 On completion of the pile bore upto the required depth, the bottom of the hole 

shall be cleaned very carefully before concreting work is taken up. Cleaning shall 
ensure that the pile bore is completely free from sludge/bored materials, debris 
of rock/boulder etc. Necessary checks shall be made as given in clause 5.0 to 
confirm the thorough cleaning of the pile bore. 

 
4.06.02 Pile bore shall be cleaned by fresh drilling mud through tremie pipe after 

placing reinforcement and just before start of concreting. 
 
4.06.03 Pile bore spoil along with used drilling mud shall be disposed off from site as 

directed by the Engineer. 
 
4.06.04 Pile bore bottom shall be thoroughly cleaned to make it free from sludge or any 

foreign matter before and after placing the reinforcement cage. 
 
4.07.00 Adjacent Structures 
 
4.07.01 When working near existing structures care shall be taken to avoid any damage 
  to such structures. 
 
4.08.00  Concreting 
 
4.08.01 The Contractor shall carry out concrete mix design in accordance with IS: 

10262 and submit mix design calculations and get them approved from the 
Engineer well in advance for installation of piles. Adequate number of tests on 
cubes, etc. shall be carried out as mentioned in clause 5.0 to ensure concrete of the 
minimum specified strength in accordance with IS: 456 at requisite workability 
(slump). 

 
4.08.02 Concreting shall not be done until the Engineer is satisfied that the bearing 

strata (soil/rock) met with at the termination level of pile. 
 
4.08.03 The time interval between the completion of boring and placing of concrete 

shall not exceed 6 hrs. In case the time interval exceeds 6 hrs the pilebore shall 
be abandoned. However, the Engineer may allow concreting provided the 
Contractor extends the pile bore by 0.5 m beyond the proposed depth, and clean 
the pilebore. The entire cost of all operation and materials for this extra length 
shall be borne by the Contractor. 
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4.08.04 Proper placement of the reinforcement cage to its full length shall be ensured 
before concreting. 

 
4.08.05 Concreting shall be done by tremie method as specified by IS: 2911 (Part I 

/Sec.2). The level of drilling mud shall be maintained sufficiently above the 
ground water level. 

 
4.08.06 The concreting operations shall not be taken up when the specific gravity of bottom 

slurry is more than 1.2 and sand content more than 7%. The drilling mud sample 
shall be collected from the bottom of pilebore as mentioned in clause 5. 

 
4.08.07 Consistency of the drilling mud suspension shall be controlled throughout the 

concreting operations in order to keep the bore stabilized as well as to prevent 
concrete getting mixed up with the thicker suspension of the mud. 

 
4.08.08 It shall be ensured that volume of concrete poured is at least equal to the 

theoretically computed volume of pile shaft being cast. 
 
4.08.09 The temporary guide casing shall be withdrawn cautiously, after concreting is done 

upto the required level. While withdrawing the casing concrete shall not be 
disturbed. 

 
4.09.00  Cut off level (COL) 
 
4.09.01 Cut off level of piles shall be as indicated in drawings released for construction 

or as indicated by the Engineer. 
 
4.09.02 The top of concrete in pile shall be brought above the COL to remove all 

laitance and weak concrete and to ensure good concrete at COL for proper 
embedment in to pile cap. 

 
4.09.03 When the pile cut off level is less than 1.0 metre below the working level, 

concrete shall be cast to the piling platform level to permit overflow of 
concrete for visual inspection. In case COL of pile is more than 1.0 metre 
below working level then concrete shall be cast to a minimum of one metre 
above COL. 

 
4.10.00  Sequence of Piling 
 
4.10.01  Each pile shall be identified with a reference number. 
 
4.10.02 The convenience of installation may be taken into account while scheduling the 

sequence of piling in a group. This scheduling shall avoid piles being bored 
close to other recently constructed piles. 

 
4.11.00  Building up of Piles 
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4.11.01 If any pile, already cast as per construction drawing, requires any extra casting due 
to any change in cut off level or the cast pile top level is less than the specified 
level or for any other reason, then the pile shall be built-up by using atleast one 
grade higher concrete than that used for concreting of the same pile, ensuring 
proper continuity with the existing concrete and to the satisfaction of the 
Engineer. Necessary reinforcement as per design requirement and suitable 
shuttering shall be provided before casting the concrete.   Surrounding soil shall 
also be built up to the required level by proper compaction to ensure lateral 
capacity of the pile. 

 
4.12.00  Breaking off of Piles 
 
4.12.01 If any pile already cast, requires breaking due to lowering in cut off level or for 

any other reason, then the same shall be carried out, not before seven days of 
casting without affecting the quality of existing pile such as loosening, 
cracking etc. and to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 

 
4.13.00  Preparation of Pile head 
 
4.13.01 The soil surrounding the piles shall be excavated upto the bottom of the lean 

concrete below the pile cap, with provision for working space, sufficient enough to 
place shuttering, reinforcement, concreting and any other related operations. 

 
4.13.02 The exposed part of concrete above the COL shall be removed/chipped off and 

made to a uniform level at COL, but not before seven days of casting of pile. 
 
4.13.03 The projected reinforcement above COL shall be properly cleaned and bent to the 

required shape and level to be anchored into the pile cap. 
 
4.13.04 The pile top shall be embedded into the pile cap by 50mm or clear cover to 

reinforcement, whichever is higher. 
 
4.13.05 All loose material, like debris due to chipping/breaking of pile head to the 

desired level, shall be removed and disposed off as directed by the Engineer. 
 
4.14.00  Rejection and Replacement of Defective Piles 
 
4.14.01 The Engineer reserves the right to reject any pile which in his opinion is 

defective on account of load capacity, structural integrity, position, alignment, 
concrete quality etc. Piles that are defective shall be pulled out or left in place as 
judged convenient by the Engineer, without affecting the performance of 
adjacent piles. The Contractor shall install additional piles to substitute the 
defective piles as per the directions of the Engineer, at no extra cost to the 
Owner. 

 
4.15.00  Recording of Piling Data 
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4.15.01 The Contractor shall record all the information during installation of piles. 
Typical data sheet for recording pile data shall be as shown in Appendix D of IS: 
2911 Part I/Sec.2. The pile data shall also include all the details as in 
Annexure-D. On completion of each pile installation, pile record in triplicate 
shall be submitted to Engineer within two days of completion of concreting of the 
pile. 

 
5.00.00  SAMPLING, TESTING AND QUALITY ASSURANCE 
 
5.01.00 Facilities required for sampling and testing of materials, concrete, etc. in field 

and in laboratory should be provided by the Contractor. The Contractor shall 
carry out all sampling and testing in accordance with the relevant Indian 
Standards and this Specification. Where no specific testing procedure is 
mentioned the tests shall be carried out as per the prevalent accepted 
engineering practice and as per the directions of the Engineer. Tests shall be 
done in the presence of the Engineer or his authorized representative. In case the 
Engineer requires additional tests, the Contractor shall arrange to get these tests 
done and submit to the Engineer the test results in triplicate within three days 
after completion of any test. 

 
5.02.00 The Contractor shall maintain records of all inspection and testing, which shall be 

made available to the Engineer. The Engineer at his discretion may waive some of 
the stipulations for small and unimportant concreting operations and other works.  

 
5.03.00 Materials found unsuitable for acceptance shall be removed and replaced by the 

Contractor. The work done by this unsuitable material shell be redone as per 
specification requirements & and to the satisfaction of the Engineer at no extra 
cost to the Owner.  

 
5.04.00  Quality Assurance Programme 
 

a)  The Contractor shall submit and finalize a detailed Field Quality Assurance 
Programme within 30 days from the date of award of the contract, 
according to the requirements of this specification. This shall include setting 
up of a testing laboratory, arrangement of testing apparatus/equipment, 
deployment of qualified/experienced manpower, preparation of field quality 
plan, etc. On finalized field quality plan, the Owner shall identify, customer 
hold points, beyond which work shall not proceed without written approval 
from the Engineer. The testing apparatus/equipment installed in the field 
laboratory shall be calibrated/ corrected by the qualified persons as 
frequently as possible to give accurate testing results. 

b)  Frequency of sampling and testing, etc. and Acceptance Criteria are given in 
Table - 1. The testing shall be done at field laboratory or any other 
laboratory approved by the Engineer. However, the testing frequencies set 
forth are the desirable minimum and the Engineer shall have the full 
authority to call for tests as frequently as he may deem necessary to satisfy 
himself that the materials and works comply with the appropriate 
specifications. The materials shall be tested to meet all the specified 
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requirements before acceptance at manufacturers premises or at independent 
government approved laboratory. Tests indicated in the table are for cross 
checking at site the conformity of the materials to some of the specifications. 

 
5.05.00  Testing of Concrete 
 
5.05.01 Concrete and other materials shall be tested for quality, strength and other 

properties. Details of testing shall be as specified under technical specification 
for Cement concrete (Plain and Reinforced). 

 
5.05.02 One sample consisting of six test cubes shall be made from the concrete used in 

each test pile, three to be tested after 7 days and three after 28 days. 
 
5.05.03 For working piles, minimum one sample consisting of six test cubes shall be 

made from the concrete for the first ten piles, three to be tested after 7 days and 
three after 28 days. Thereafter, minimum one sample consisting of three test 
cubes for every 10 piles shall be tested for the 7-days & 28-days cube strength. 

 
5.05.04  In preparation of test cubes or specimens vibrators shall not be used. 
 
5.05.05  Concrete shall be tested for slump at every 1-hour interval during concreting of 
piles. 
 
5.05.06 The frequency of sampling and testing of concrete and materials shall be done as 

per technical specification for cement concrete (Plain & Reinforced). 
 
5.05.07  The acceptance criteria shall be as mentioned in Table-1. 
 
5.06.00  Testing for position and alignment 
 
5.06.01 Each pile shall be checked for its position with respect to specified location. Each 

pile bore shall be checked for its alignment. 
 
5.06.02  Permissible limits for deviation shall be as specified under clause no. 4.03. 
 
5.07.00  Properties of Drilling mud 
 
5.07.01 Properties of drilling mud shall be checked as per requirement under Annexure C. 

Prior to the commencement of piling work and thereafter minimum once in a week 
or as found necessary by the Engineer, one sample consisting of 3 specimens shall 
be tested. Acceptance criteria applicable are as specified else where with 5% 
variation. This relaxation is not applicable for properties of drilling mud before 
concreting. 

 
5.07.02  Density of the drilling mud shall be checked in each pile before concreting. 
 
5.08.00  Check for Pile bore 
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5.08.01 On completion of boring and cleaning the bottom of each pilebore shall be 
checked from the sample collected from near the bottom of pile bore or by any 
other methods as approved by the Engineer, to ensure that it is free from 
pilebore spoil/debris and any other loose material, before concreting. Concreting 
shall be done only after the approval of the Engineer. 

 
5.08.02 For sampling of drilling mud from the pilebore the following method or any other 

suitable method shall be adopted. 
 

a)  A solid cone shall be lowered by a string to the bottom of pilebore. A 
sampler tube closed at top with a central hole (hollow cylinder) is lowered 
over the cone, and then a top cover shall be lowered over the cylinder. 
Care shall be taken for proper fittings of assembly to minimize the leakage 
while lifting the cone assembly to the ground surface. The slurry collected in 
the sampler tube shall be tested for density and sand content. 

 
b)  Use of borehole camera for checking the pile bore spoil and strata is 

acceptable on approval of the Engineer. 
 
5.09.00  Pile Integrity test 
 
5.09.01 Low strain integrity test shall be conducted on 50% of the jobs piles and  on all 

test piles or as directed by Engineer. The system shall have the computer readout 
facility and report on the findings of this shall be furnished to the Owner. This test 
shall be used to identify the job piles for routine load test.  

 
Piles shall be trimmed to cut off level or sound concrete level. No pile cap 
blindage work should be undertaken prior to this test. The cast in-situ piles 
should not be tested before 14 days of casting. 

 
5.09.02 The test shall be undertaken by persons trained and experienced and capable of 

interpreting the results with specific regard to piling. This test is limited to 
testing the integrity of the shaft and is not intended to replace the use of static 
load testing. 

 
5.09.03  Low Strain Integrity Test Methodology: 
 

a)  In this test, a low stress wave is set up in the pile shaft and is also known as 
Sonic Integrity or Sonic Echo test. 

 
b)  A small metal/hard rubber hammer is used to produce a light blow on top of 

the pile. The shock wave travelling down the length of the pile is reflected 
back from the toe of the pile and recorded through a suitable transducer/ 
accelerometer in a computer for subsequent analysis. 

 
c)  The primary shockwave, which travels down the length of the shaft, is 

reflected from the toe by the change in density between the concrete and sub 
strata. However, if the pile has any imperfections or discontinuities within 
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its length these will set up secondary reflections, which will be added to the 
return signal. 

 
d)  By analysis of the captured signal and knowledge of the conditions of the 

ground, age of concrete, etc. a picture of the locations of pile shaft defects can 
be built up. The observed signals are amplified into digital display as 
velocity versus length records providing information on structural integrity of 
piles. 

 
e)  The stress wave velocity and approximate pile lengths are provided as 

input for the integrity testing. The stress wave velocity is dependent on the 
Young's Modulus and mass density of pile concrete. 

 
f)  More than one recording of signals shall be done until repeatability of 

signals is achieved on the same pile. 
 
g)  The tests shall be conducted at 3-6 locations to cover the entire cross 

section of the pile. 
 
6.00.00  PILE TESTING 
 

Pile load test shall be carried out as per IS:2911 Part-4 (latest edition) or as 
directed by Engineer. 

 
6.01.00 INITIAL LOAD TEST 

 
Initial load test shall be carried out on separately cast piles for confirmation of 
estimated pile capacities and to fix a more accurate driving criteria viz. 
set/bow, total number of blows and approximate depth etc. of founding level. 
At least 2 nos. of tests shall be conducted for each mode (vertical 
compression, pull out and lateral). The maximum test load shall be as 
mentioned in bill of quantities. 
 

6.02.00 ROUTINE LOAD TEST 
 

Routine load tests shall be carried out on job (working) piles for 0.5% of total 
no. of piles (for each mode and type). Maximum test load shall be 1.5 times 
the design safe load capacity. Piles showing unsatisfactory results as per load 
test results shall be treated as defective piles. Defective piles shall be removed 
or left in place and replaced by additional piles as directed by Engineer at no 
extra cost to the owner. Any additional cost towards design implications, if 
any, due to above shall be born by the contractor. 

 
7.00.00 CODES AND STANDARDS 

 
All work shall be carried out as per this specification and shall conform to the 
latest revision and/or replacements of the following or any other Indian 
Standard (IS) Codes, unless specified otherwise. In case any particular aspect 
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of work is not specifically covered by Indian Standard Codes, any other 
standard practice, as may be specified by the Engineer, shall be followed. 
 
IS: 432  - Specification for mild steel and medium tensile steel bars 
(Part 1 & 11)                and hard drawn steel wire for concrete reinforcement. 
 
IS: 456  -           Code of practice for plain and reinforced concrete. 
 
IS: 1200 - Measurement of Building and Civil Engineering works 
(Part 23)                      Piling. 
IS: 1786 -  Code   of   practice   for   twisted   steel   high   strength 

deformed bars for concrete reinforcement. 
 
IS: 1892 -  Code of practice for Subsurface Investigation for  

foundation. 
 
IS: 2131  - Method of Standard Penetration Test for Soils  
 
IS: 2911 - Code of practice for design and construction of pile  
Part I/Sec 2  foundations - Bored cast-in-situ concrete piles. 
 
IS: 2911 - Code of practice for design and construction of pile  
Part IV   foundation - Load test on piles. 
 
IS: 6926 - Code of practice for Diamond core Drilling for Site  

Investigation for River Valley Projects. 
 
IS: 10262 - Recommended guidelines for concrete mix design. 
 

8.00.00  RATES AND MEASUREMENTS 
 
 The clauses below shall apply for item rate contracts only. They shall not be 

applicable to turnkey/lump sum Contracts. 
 
8.01.00 Rates 
 
8.01.01 The items of work in the schedule of items, describe the work in brief. The 

various items in schedule of items shall be read in conjunction with the 
corresponding sections in the Technical Specifications, including amendments, 
and additions, if any. For each item in schedule of items, the unit rate shall 
include for the activities covered in the description of the item as well as for all 
necessary operations described in the specification and specific requirements. 

 
8.01.02 The unit rates shall include for minor details which are obviously and fairly 

intended, and which may not have been included in the description in these 
documents, but are essential for the satisfactory completion of the work. Unit 
rates shall also include for all safety measures as required by codal provisions, 
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local regulations, acts, bye-laws, etc. and for execution of work to the 
satisfaction of the Engineer. 

 
8.01.03 The quoted rate for each item shall be inclusive of mobilization of all plant, 

equipment, scaffolding, labour, materials, skilled and unskilled labour, and 
demobilization after completion of work, supervision, establishing the level and 
coordinates at each work. 

 
8.01.04 The quoted rate for piling for a particular diameter and capacity of pile shall 

remain valid for the actual lengths provided /to be provided irrespective of the 
minimum length specified elsewhere in this specification. 

 
8.01.05 The quoted rate for piling as per description of item works shall be inclusive of 

providing all plant equipment, labour, materials, skilled and unskilled labour, 
making observations, establishing the ground level and coordinates at each 
location of pile by carrying levels from one established bench mark and 
distances from one set of grid lines furnished by the owner. 

 
8.01.06 The quoted rate for piling shall be inclusive of bailing out all the pile bore spoil 

from the pilebore, keeping the borehole free from bored material/debris etc. 
and disposing the bored/chiselled material along with the drilling mud upto 2 
Km. beyond plant boundary or as directed by Engineer, flushing the pile bore 
by fresh bentonite before concreting, collection of samples from bottom of 
pilebore, transporting to laboratory, testing and reporting of results. 

 
8.01.07 The quoted rate for piling shall include shifting of plant and equipment from one 

pile location to another pile locations, providing temporary casing pipe and 
removal of the same after completing, concreting, supply of necessary materials, 
equipment and manpower, cost of boring by approved method as specified, 
circulation of bentonite slurry and cleaning of borehole free from sludge, as 
specified, etc. 

 
8.01.08 The quoted rate for piling shall also include chiselling, if any, required for 

socketing the pile in rock. 
 
8.01.09 The quoted rate for the piling shall include concreting by termite method, 

length of pile above COL, withdrawal of guide casing, cost for preparation of 
pile head and disposal of debris etc., resulting from breaking off of pile upto 
COL, upto a distance of 2 Km from the plant boundary or as directed by 
Engineer. 

 
8.01.10 The quoted rate for piling shall also include providing reinforcement and its 

cleaning, straightening, cutting, bending, binding with annealed wire, welding, 
tackwelding, providing concrete cover blocks, spacers, placing the reinforcement 
cage in pile casing/bore and other cost of tools and plants, materials, labours, 
carting the steel from store to piling site and return of unused steel to the 
Owners storage point, etc. 

 



 

TITLE: 
 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION FOR 
INSTALLATION & TESTING OF 
BORED CAST-IN-SITU RCC PILES 

 

SPECIFICATION  NO.  PE-TS-999-600-C026 
 

VOLUME  -  II B 
 

SECTION  -  D   | SUB-SECTION – D26 
 

REV.NO.         00           DATE    19/08/2002 
 

SHEET          18            OF 26 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.02.11 Plasticiser/Admixture when used as directed by the Engineer shall be included 
in piling rates. 

 
8.01.12 The quoted rate for piling shall include for all quality assurance requirements, but 

not limited to providing for technical inspection, transportation of samples to 
laboratory, testing samples, maintaining and submitting all test records, etc. 

 
8.01.13 The quoted rate for boring in separate borehole shall be inclusive of 

performing of SPT at regular intervals as specified and collecting rock cores 
from boreholes, upto the depth as specified shall be inclusive of transporting to 
laboratory, testing and reporting of the results. 

 
8.01.14 Unit rate for low integrity test shall be inclusive of mobilization of the entire set 

of equipment, computer readout, printer, and equipment which may not lave 
been included in the description but are essential for the satisfactory 
completion of the work as per internationally accepted practice. The rate 
quoted shall be inclusive of repeatability of test, preparation of pile top surface etc. 

 
8.02.00 Measurement 
 
8.02.01 Piling length shall be measurement by linear measurement from pile cut-off 

level to the tip of pile in meters upto second place of decimal separately for 
each diameter and capacity of pile. The length of pile to be cast above cut off 
level, as per specification, and as approved by Engineer, shall be considered 
for cement reconciliation only. Theoretical diameter of piles shall be 
considered for reconciliation of cement consumption. No extra payment shall be 
made for the length from existing ground to cut-off level. 

 
8.02.02 Reinforcement steel shall be measured for reconciliation purpose only and the 

measurement shall be done for providing and placing reinforcement in piles, 
by weight in tones, up to third place of decimal in the following manner: 

 
i)  The weight shall be arrived at by multiplying the actual length measured 

alongwith standard hooks, rings or spirals, spacers, cranks, bends, authorized 
laps, etc. by sectional weight. These shall be submitted with supporting 
documents giving the schedule of bars with sketches. The sectional weight 
to be adopted shall be IS code’s sectional weight. Nothing extra shall be 
payable to the contractor on account of difference in weight, if any, due to 
different methods adopted for issue and measurement. 

 
ii)  Standard hooks, cranks, bend, authorized laps, supports, hangers and 

chairs which are covered in approved bar bending schedule shall be 
measured in tones. 

 
iii)  Dowels, neither shown on the drawings nor instructed by the Engineer, but 

required for construction facilities shall not be measured. 
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8.02.03 Breaking off of piles, due to subsequent change in design cut off level, shall be 
measured separately. This shall be measured in cubic metres upto second place 
of decimal. This will be payable only when the pile is cast and on the basis of 
written instruction of the Engineer for lowering of COL. 

 
8.02.04 Measurements for the item of boring in a separate borehole shall be measured in 

metres from ground level upto the depth as specified, upto second place of 
decimal. Item of work of boring in soil and coring in rock shall be measured 
separately for the actual length of boring in soil and coring in rock. 

 
8.02.05 The item for pile integrity test shall be measured in terms of no. of piles tested. 
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ANNEXURE-A 

 
Specific Requirements for Bored Cast-in-situ RCC Piles 

 
Al.0  Minimum cement concrete grade            M-25 
 

Minimum cement content   400 Kg/M³ 
 
A1.1  Safe load   
 

Diameter of Pile 
 

Diameter of Pile 
(mm) 
 

Vertical/ 
Compression 
(MT)

Horizontal/ Lateral 
(MX) 

Pul lout/Tension 
(MT) 

* * * * 
* * * * 

 
A2.  Installation criteria 
 

The installed pile(s) shall satisfy the following criteria. 
 
A2.1  In Soil/weathered Rock 

 
a)  Minimum length of the pile shall be ____________* m below COL. 
 
b)  The pile shall be terminated after penetrating through the strata having 

SPT penetration less than __* cm for ____* blows, for a minimum length 
of _________* times the diameter of the pile. 

 
A2.2  In Rock 

 
a)  Piles shall be installed and socketed into the rocks for a length (socketing 

length) equal to _____* times the pile diameter subject to a minimum of 
______* meter below the socketing horizon. 

 
b) Socketing horizon shall consist of rock strata having minimum uniaxial 

compressive strength of ________* kg/sq.cm. 
 

A3. Average cut-off level for tender design and initial load test can be assumed as 
_____* m below ground level. 

 
A4. A protocol shall be signed between BHEL site and contractor regarding, 

 
Strata at the founding depth 
 
Installation criteria 
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Socketing depth 
 
Density of bentonite before concreting 
 
Slump of concrete. 
 
Time interval between end of boring and start of concreting, 
 
*     Values shall be indicated separately depending upon subsoil strata of the site. 
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ANNEXURE-B 
 

List of Equipments 
 
SI.No  Description     Capacity No. 
 
1.  Piling Rigs 
 
2.  Chisel      3 T min 

6 T max 
 
3.  High pressure Mud Pumps   10 HP min 

25 HP max 
 
4. Bentonite mixing plants 
 
5. Concrete batching plant 

 
6. Soil testing equipments 

 
 

Note: 
 
1.         The no. and capacity of the piling equipment varies for each work. 

 
2.        Additional equipments shall be mobilized if required as per the 

directions of the Engineer to match the work schedule at no extra cost to 
the Owner. 
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ANNEXURE-C 
 

Bentonite suspension used for piling work shall satisfy the following requirements 
 

a)  Liquid limit of bentonite when tested in accordance with IS: 2720(Part V) 
shall be more than 300 percent and less than 450 percent. 

 
b)  Sand content of the bentonite powder shall not be greater than 7 percent. 
 
c)  Bentonite solution should be made by mixing it with fresh water using 

pump for circulation. The density of the freshly prepared bentonite 
suspension shall be between 1.034 and 1.10 gm/ml depending upon the pile 
dimensions and type of soil in which the pile is to be installed. However, 
the density of bentonite suspension after mixing with deleterious materials in 
the pilebore may be upto 1.25 gm/ml. 

 
d)  The Marsh viscosity when tested by a Marsh cone shall be between 30 to 60 

seconds. 
 
e)  The differential free swell shall be more than 540 percent. 
 
f)  The pH value of the bentonite suspension shall be between 9 and 11.5. 
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ANNEXURE-D 
PILE DATA 

 
1. Reference No. Location (Co-ordinates) __________________area. 
 
2. Sequence of Piling 
 
3. Pile diameter & Type 
 
4. Working level (Platform level) 
 
5. Cut off level (COL) 
 
6. Actual length below COL 
 
7. Pile termination level 
 
8. Top of finished concrete level 
 
9. Date and time of start and completion of boring. 
 
10. Depth of Ground water table in the vicinity. 
 
11. Type of soil at pile tip 
 
12. Method of boring operation 
 
13. Details of drilling mud as used: 
 

i) Freshly supplied mud 
Liquid limit - 
 
Sand content - 
 
Density - 
 
Marsh viscosity - 
 
Swelling index - 
 
pH value - 

 
ii) Contaminated mud  

Density - 
 
Sand content - 

 
14. SPT* N values in soil (from the nearest bore hole). 
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 +UCS** value in rock (from the nearest bore hole). 
 

* Standard penetration Test 
** Unconfined compression strength 

 
15. Chiseling if any, from..….. m to …... m 
 
16. Date and time of start and completion of concreting. 
 
17. Method of placing concrete 
 
18. Concrete quantity 

Actual  
 
Theoretical 

 
19. Ref. Number of test cubes 
 
20. Grade and slump of concrete 
 
21. Results of test cubes 
 
22. Reinforcement details: 

Main Reinforcement     Stirrups: Type 
No.__________      No.__________ 
Dia. __________     Dia.__________ 
Depth _________     Spacing _________ 

 
23. Any other information regarding obstructions, delay and other interruption to the 

sequence of work. 
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TABLE -1 
FREQUENCY OF SAMPLING AND TESTING 

 
SI. Type of material Nature of Test/ Method of Test No. of test Acceptance
No work characteristics & frequency Criteria 
1. Pilebore size   
 a) diameter  Physical each pile as per 
 b) length  measurement  specification 
2. Founding level to establish in separate 1 borehole Annexure - B
  socketing horizon/ borehole meant for 100-  
  and or founding for the purpose 150 piles  
  level & upto depth a) SPT in soils/ or group  
  5m below founding   weathered rock of 150  
  level. b) Core & UCS Sqm  
      value of rock  
3. Bentonite (Mud) Liquid Limit, Marsh  
 properties. Viscosity, Specific  
 a) Basic proper- gravity, sand in lab As per Cl. As per  
 ties of bentonite content, swelling 5.7 Annexure C
 before use. index, pH value.    

 
 

b) Contaminated 
mud from pile bore 

Density, sand content
 

in lab 
 

Each Pile 
 

As per  annexure 
C 

bottom before
 concreting   
4. Position and - Physical or any Each Pile As per Cl. 4.3
 Alignment  Approved method  
5. Cleaning of - As per Cl. 5.8 Each Pile Pilebore be free
 pilebore  from bored 
     materialcuttings
   debris/sludge
6. Reinforcement  Physical each cage As per 
 (R/F) Spacing of  inspection and approved 
 longitudinal R/F  measurement design 
 cover laps bind-   
 ing of laterals   
7. Concrete     

 a) Workability Slump cone test Each pile As per Cl. As per 
   5.5 specification. 
 b) Cubes Compressive As per spec. As per Cl. As per IS: 456
  Strength test 5.5  
8. Materials like  
 aggregate, sand As per technical specification for concrete and relevant IS codes 
 etc.  
9. Pile head  Physical each pile  
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